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IS THERE CLIMATE HOPE? 

When asked to offer today’s message, I had some immediate hesitation.   
The more I thought about it, the more I considered it a real honor, and   
blessing. It is a blessing, to be able to frame  my current understanding 
about environment and climate for you. We probably would not care much 
about climate change if it did not affect our environment. And we know 
proof positive that climate change, specifically global warming, most 
profoundly is currently affecting our environment. It is affecting us  in lots 
of ways. Most noticeably in extreme storm and weather events. We had 
hurricanes Irma and Michael. We mostly dodged a bullet with Irma, but 
Michael absolutely devastated the city of Mexico Beach and surrounding 
areas. We also suffered locally through some horrendous red tide and toxic 
green algae blooms. We now know that these weather events can lead to 
major health impacts.  I believe we are going to see more of these events 
every year - -  Reference the terrible storms and flooding in Nebraska and 
the recent second “bomb cyclone” of snow in the upper midwest.  Maybe, 
eventually, the general public will become convinced, and even more 
crucially, activated as individuals, to insist that we–– all of us, our cities, 
counties, regions and the state–  move to reduce our greenhouse gas 
emissions.


To be clear about terms, reducing greenhouse gas emissions and other 
harmful pollution, is termed “mitigation”.  Putting your house in Florida on 
stilts or moving it upland wherever that is — is called, “adaptation”.  And 
building a dike or sandbagging around it, such as our building here at All 
Faiths, is called, “resilience”.  Resilience has become a very current and 
acceptable topic for both sides of the political landscape, as Senators 
Nelson and Rubio, and Governor de Santis have all acknowledged climate 
change.
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Turning to the title of this message, Is there climate hope? I will jump right 
to the answer: yes no and maybe. Let's start with the maybe. I want to 
read you the first part of a poem entitled “Hieroglyphic Stairway”, by a 
poet named Drew Dellinger:  


“It’s 3:23 in the morning

And I’m awake

because my great, great grandchildren

wont let me sleep

My great, great grandchildren

Ask me in dreams

What did you do while the planet was plundered?

What did you do when the earth was unraveling?


Surely you did something

When the seasons started failing?


As the mammals, reptiles, birds, were all dying?


Did you fill the streets with protest

When democracy was stolen?


What did you do

Once

You

Knew?”


 So I think you get the point. If you and I stand by and don't help to cause 
the actions to save our planet from the worst and most devastating effects 
of temperature increase beyond the projected 3.5 degrees Farenheit, then 
we know  who is accountable; who is to blame. As Pogo has said:   “We 
have met the enemy and he is us”.




� 
3

Last Saturday morning I was listening to the radio. They were discussing 
the dairy farmers’ plight in drought stricken areas of Australia. They have 
had several seasons of drought and many of the farmers are having to sell 
out and give up their farms. The reporter remarked that many of them  now 
are believing in climate change, global warming. That reminded me of the 
comparison of dropping a live frog in boiling water versus putting him in 
cold water and then turning on the heat. This is kind of a grisly reference to 
Illustrate our human plight with deteriorating environment and climate- –
but very apt. If we suddenly jumped into 110 degree summer days after 
flying in from Maine, we would be startled and frightened, and want to  
figure out what is wrong and quickly get out of the heat. But I am told that 
the frog in the cold water situation,  will just stay in the pot and get boiled 
to death. That is the way I am feeling in my Florida activism in environment 
and climate matters. We can clearly feel the heat and the threats, but we 
are mostly just sitting here waiting to get boiled to death, or to choke on 
green algae! Folks are interested and maybe even concerned; possibly 
even frightened, but not very active


I think there must be a kind of progression. Interested, then maybe, 
concerned; then believing; eventually, convinced and frightened. Then 
there are some options: a first level reaction  could be despair and 
resignation, and concern with self preservation. Number two could be 
activism, like joining the Sierra Club, going vegetarian, buying a Prius, 
buying carbon offsets, and joining a climate action team. Lastly and 
hopefully, becoming an ardent and outspoken person of action. A strident 
environmentalist.  We have in our congregation a great example. Gerald 
Goen, who moved to Fort Myers from Tarpon Springs. In Tarpon Springs 
he wrote to city Council several times and went to council meetings 
repeatedly. He wrote and spoke of the need for the city to start         
moving to renewable electric power generation, namely solar.  And he 
prevailed and they have begun to transition.




� 
4

People - - we know what we need to do!! Leave the fossil fuels in the 
ground, as much as is technically and operationally feasible - – and as 
soon as possible. Certain countries have made real strides, even large 
countries such as Germany, and states like California . How do you 
perceive that Florida, land of sunshine is doing in  the move to solar 
power? Look around at the rooftops and schools, civic buildings and 
parking lots. See much? Why not? For all the hoopla, solar is just a little 
under 1% of total Florida production and only 1.8% of total U.S. electric 
power.  So what do we need to do and how do we do it? Like all social 
change, it starts at the grassroots, folks like you and me.The beautiful part 
about  UU’s is that we are spark plugs. We are the early adapters if you 
will. The ones who see an issue and are willing to be upfront, even risking 
disapproval or lack of support from our friends and neighbors. And that is 
true in the matter of environment and climate, here in Florida, and 
throughout the country. 


But spark plugs don't power the whole engine. They just provide the 
sparks that cause the explosions. And that I think is a good analogy for 
what we are called to do – as individuals and as a congregation, and other 
spiritual and faith-based organizations.  You - we must  be willing to be the 
leaders and out front folks who help embolden and encourage others to be 
lots more active. And we can be, and we are, and we will be. 


I am so happy and proud that we have flown the earth flag in front of All 
Faiths. It shows that we care. It shows what we stand for. But it is after all, 
symbolic only. It is our actions which will really speak for us.


At this point I have to chuckle a little about how naïve I have been, and to 
a certain extent still am. I had thought when we held our various Climate 
Action Team workshops, we would in effect be “manufacturing” a throng 
of environmental Ralph Naders from our congregations and others. And 
why not?  Aren’t the problems clear enough and the consequences dire 
enough?  
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I want to backtrack to explain how I became  galvanized, compelled into 
serious action. It was as a result of attending an ethics prize award 
ceremony. Dr. David Suzuki of Vancouver was accepting the award and 
gave an acceptance speech.  That was in 2012. He held up a document 
entitled “World scientists warning to mankind”. Perhaps you're familiar 
with this. I was not. The document was from 20 years earlier, namely, 
1992. The document asks all people to take immediate action to stop the 
ever-increasing degradation that threatens global life support systems of 
the planet. It cites species loss, degradation of soil productivity ,forest 
cover, water resources per capita, population growth and so on. As Joan 
Marshall chair of our  Climate Action Team has said: climate change is the 
message. It is the inescapable evidence and proof that more than 7 billion 
large mammals with all of our cars, airplanes, buildings, highways and 
chemicals, are changing our ecosystem and our climate -  and not for the 
better.  By the way, the warning letter of 1992 was signed by 1700 
scientists, including more than half of the living Nobel prize winners.  And 
that letter has been updated.  


In 2017, on its 25th anniversary, the Warning to Humanity letter, as it had 
become known, was reissued with even more dire warnings.  This time it 
was signed by more than 15,000 scientists from 184 countries. You would 
know that scientists are not normally alarmist and outspoken, but they 
restated and reemphasized the original message that “human beings and 
the natural world are on a collision course.” 

  

But just to check, let me ask you a few questions. How many of you 
believe there is significant global warming happening right now and that 
more warming still lies ahead? How many of you believe it will produce 
profoundly bad consequences? Other than warming, how many of you 
believe that human impacts are putting our worldwide ecosystem under 
perilous stress? Then if you believe these facts,  you will understand that 
we must have a great transformation.  A transformation something akin to 
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the transformation brought about by the industrial revolution. We need to 
bring our human presence on the earth to a level of impact which is 
compatible and sustainable with all the rest of nature and the natural pre- 
humans world.


This is a difficult subject to speak about because it is so overarching. We 
all have the myriad concerns of everyday life: our health, our families, our 
finances and all the many good causes which we UU’s are so active in 
helping out. And yet – this is the biggie. This is the one which makes the 
others pale by comparison. This is the “sine qua non.” That is a Latin 
phrase meaning “without which nothing”.  Environment and climate are the 
“sine qua non” issues of our generation, our times. It has taken humans 
well less than 150 years to overwhelm the earth and now we must bring 
our presence, our impact under control or we shall perish. A newly 
released book entitled “The Uninhabitable Earth” cites a statistic that every 
one half of 1degree of warming above 3.5 degrees will result in another 
150 – 200 million people dying. Can you imagine what kind of world that 
would be in terms of climate refugees and international conflict? You may 
be able to run, but you will not be able to hide.  Let’s not let it come to 
that. Let's get to working the problem.


I would like to discuss the “why” before I go to the “how” of helping the 
great transformation to get going in earnest.  As Unitarians, our sixth 
principle is the goal of “world community with peace, liberty and justice for 
all”; and our seventh calls for “respect for the interdependent  web    of all 
existence of which we are a part.”  We covenant to affirm and promote 
these principles.  And we all know about environmental justice and where 
the disproportional impacts fall  - on the poor, the marginal, and less 
fortunate  folks  of every society.  This includes the subsistence and family 
farmers in the hundreds of millions around the globe. Those are the folks 
who are already bearing the brunt of these impacts.  We are called to do 
as much as we can to restore creation to a state which is sustainable for 
the longer term.  We are more than called,  I believe we are compelled to 
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be as active and forceful as we possibly can, especially here in the United 
States.  


And finally now, as to “the how”.  Let’s take recycling first.  A few years 
ago when we were just starting our Green Sanctuary application effort at 
All Faiths, I spoke to this congregation about my engagement in this 
matter of environment and climate.  I said that I thought if I did a good job 
on recycling and gave a contribution to Greenpeace or Sierra Club, that I 
was doing my part - - only to find out that this is an all - hands- on- deck 
problem and a need for total mobilization like World War II.  A total 
transformation.  We cannot keep using simplistic, single point measures of 
the health of our civilization, like GDP.  GDP has no accounting for 
environmental or personal health and measures only the present and not 
the future. If that is all we care about and measure, then we are doomed.  
We must wake up - smell the flowers and watch the birds — if you can still 
find them.  By the way, in that regard, the World Wildlife fund released a 
report last October which cited that wildlife was down by 60% in the last 
40 years!!!  Insect populations are down 60 to 90% in certain regions.  We 
are in crisis.  And our world population keeps growing and wanting  to live 
like we do n the U.S. - which would take six earths to equal our level of 
consumption per capita.  Recycling is a bust.  Why?  Because it makes us 
think we are doing something significant - and we aren’t.  And if that isn’t 
enough, now the Chinese market for our stuff is shutting down.  Recycling 
is not the answer for solving our environment and climate issues.  It is a 
distraction.  Better to take that  time and energy and redirect it.  


As to the no portion of the question of hope,  I think you know what that is.  
We sing each Sunday morning about not being afraid of some change.  
But do we want it?  Will we do it?  Change?  Inertia, inconvenience, and 
uncertainty.  Well we do not need to be certain about everything?  We just 
have to start moving in the right directions.
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And that gets me back to the “Is there climate hope” question and the 
“yes” portion of the answer.  We have the manpower; we have the 
computer power heaven knows; and we have the technological power.  
But do we have the willpower???  Last year, an author and eco-journalist 
named Paul Hawken, published a book of 100 solution paths to reducing 
greenhouse gases entitled “Drawdown”.  The first 80 items are proven 
methods and technologies.  The last 20 are experimental and not totally 
proven out.  ( By the way this is the book and the list of solutions is posted 
on our Climate Action Team door area.). There is no silver bullet or magical 
single solution - nor will there be.  We must do them all and learn as we 
gain experience.  You may be surprised to learn that the third and fourth 
highest ranked solutions are reducing food waste and shifting to a plant 
rich diet.  Numbers 8 and 10 are solar farms and rooftop solar.  We can 
affect all four of these items personally, directly, and indirectly.  Many cities 
have committed to and are on a path to 100% renewable electric power 
generation.  Let’s get our cities to make that commitment and follow 
through on it.  I would also note that many of the greenhouse drawdown  
solutions are very good for the environment and not just climate, and are 
also good for your health, like walking and bicycling more.  


As a friend of mine describes it, those of us who are committed and trying 
to lead the charge, are trying to get others to “join the struggle”.  I like that 
phrase because it is generalized and allows for everyone to pursue their 
particular route with their time, talent and treasures.  However, I will offer 
and do commend to you a number of actions which will certainly help the 
cause:


First and foremost, you should discuss the matter of environment and 
climate with your family, friends, neighbors, club or condo association, and 
acquaintances.  Ask them what they think; ask them what they think they 
know; and whether they are trying to be active and how.  
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Second, I think joining and being active in an organization like the Sierra 
Club or Audobon Society and supporting them is excellent.  Reading 
about and listening to environmental programs and podcasts and 
newsfeeds, such as Eco-Watch, will keep you both informed and 
motivated.  Understanding and calculating your own carbon footprint and 
working towards a simpler and less carbon intensive lifestyle is certainly 
desirable. And there is certainly nothing wrong with buying carbon offsets 
since it directs money toward solutions.  


Moving to eat much less meat, especially beef is also very helpful and 
good for your personal fitness and health.  You know how chemical and 
drug intensive animal raising is, as well as being inhumane.  It is also very 
contributory to greenhouse gas emissions. Most importantly, it is hugely - - 
on the order of 6 to 7 times - -  less energy efficient to produce an ounce 
of animal  protein versus plant protein.   


As to personal activism: calling, writing letters, speaking with persons of 
influence in industry, commerce, government and spiritual/faith-based 
organizations makes a tremendous difference. Not just on specific 
legislation and particular issues, but also on your general concerns about 
the environment and climate change.  One hand written (or typed) letter or 
note in your own voice can make a strong impression.  Emails not so 
much, as they are almost too easy - - but certainly better than nothing.  
Lastly, and most highly impacting, is attending public meetings such as 
city council, county commissioners, regional and state meetings.  We want 
to be sure to commend and thank all parties who have taken steps in the 
right direction, but also to register particular concerns and to promote 
certain initiatives.  We have a climate crisis and we have only 1% solar in 
Florida.  Shame on us.


I do need to reference two extremely important initiatives that relate to 
environment and climate and to our whole democracy.  The first is the 
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Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act promoted by Citizens Climate 
Lobby.  It is a bill currently in Congress, sponsored by our local 
Congressional Representative, Francis Rooney, as well as others from 
both sides of the political aisle.  You may recall that we sent a letter signed 
by 70 All Faiths members thanking him for his efforts with this bill.  The Act 
would place an increasing price on carbon and use the incentive of the 
financial marketplace to drive innovations.  It will return the revenue raised 
evenly, which benefits recipients progressively.  Please, please stay if you 
can for the adult forum, following this service, as our guest, Joe Bonasia 
will explain the whole program. This program will send a clear signal to 
corporations and the whole marketplace of the need to move ahead 
quickly.


The second and hugely important item is being promoted by an 
organization named, Move to Amend.  This is an effort to redress an 
absolutely inappropriate court decision which allows companies to spend 
unlimited and undisclosed amounts of money as though they are an 
individual voting person.  This is a travesty and totally corrupts our one 
person-one vote kind of democracy.  It lets money dictate political power - 
- as though we don’t have enough of that already.  The objective is to 
amend the Constitution to make sure that ”persons” as our Constitution 
intended, are human beings and not other kinds of entities, such as 
corporations.  Obviously, we must also promote and support political 
candidates at all levels who are truly environmental.


So is there climate hope?     Yes, there is plenty of climate hope if you and 

I go out there and make it happen.  
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