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All Faiths, Calusa Sierra Club, and the 

Pachimama Alliance 
to Co-Sponsor Screening 

of Documentary "From the Ashes" 
  The screening will be followed by a panel discussion.

Friday, June 9, 2017 at 7:30 P.M.
at the Calusa Nature Center

3450 Ortiz Ave., Fort Myers, FL 33905
(See page 6 for details)
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Board Notes  by Diane Cartwright, President

The Board meeting was held 
on May 17, 2017.

A highlight of the May 
Board meeting was a presenta-
tion by Mary Corrigan and Ed 
Kleinow, who gifted All Faiths 
with a Little Free Library to be 
placed on our property.  The 
Board is grateful to be a part 
of their mission to make books 
available to everyone.  Mary 
and Ed requested that All Faiths 
consider paying forward the gift 
of books by purchasing a Little 
Free Library for placement in 
a low-income neighborhood.  
With gratitude the Board sup-
ports this request and informa-
tion on how our congregation 
can support this initiative will 
be provided this month.

Mission Statement
“All Faiths
Unitarian Congregation
is a welcoming,
caring community  
seeking diversity,  
practicing openness, 
and encouraging 
personal and spiritual 
growth...

“We are working 
toward a  just, 
free, peaceful and 
compassionate 
world....”

Four proposals to the Board 
made by the Rev. CJ McGregor 
were approved.     

1.  Child and youth programs 
on Sunday will be introduced  
and implemented in August by 
volunteers.     

2.  The minister’s office will 
be renamed the Robinson Room 
to honor Wayne as our founding 
minister and to provide a named 
room to function as religious 
education space.     

3.  The process for providing 
announcements will be stream-
lined and coordinated through 
the office.  The desire is to re-
duce the number of announce-
ments and to create a vehicle for 
information that is professional, 
organized, and efficient.     

June 04  —  Flower Communion    
June 11  —  Heaven on Earth  
June 18  —  William Ellery Channing, Father
June 25  — Wisdom Matters by Susan Meissner  

June Sermons - "Wisdom" 
by Rev. CJ McGregor 

4.  A region-wide workshop 
offered by Peter Bowden of  UU 
Plane and Media on a topic of 
our choice will be explored so 
that we can provide a learning 
opportunity for our congregants 
and create more visibility for 
All Faiths in the region and the 
UUA.

Authority was given to the 
Communications Committee 
to phase in use of the newly-
designed logo.  It will appear 
on cards, brochures, stationery, 
and other print materials as soon 
as our current stock is depleted 
or new materials are created.  
When funds are available, a 
new street sign, perhaps in the 
form of a vinyl overlay, will be 
made using the new logo.  

A committee including Sha-
ron Gray, Marsha Bates, and 
Bill Snider, with consulting 
members, Joyce Ramay and 
CJ McGregor, are working to 
review, revise, and update All 
Faiths’ bylaws.

Notes of appreciation will 
be sent to Chris Stotler, Linda 
Runkle, and Ensign Cowell for 
their thorough and excellent 
work on the Financial Review 
Report.  Also, we are appreciat-
ing Kay Riegler for her years of 
dedicated service as Chair of the 
Building and Grounds Commit-
tee.   

The next meeting of the Board 
will be June 28, Wednesday, at 
3:30.  All are invited to attend.

THE ORDER OF SERVICE IS CHANGING!!

Beginning June 4, 2017, your order of service will look slightly different.  You'll notice 
some changes that we are trying on such as saying the chalice lighting and extinguishing 
words in unison, less "busy-ness" at the beginning of our time together, and additional 
responsibilities for the minister during the service.  Worship Associates will continue to 
be important to our service and our greeting and singing have not changed. Try it on!  
Don't be afraid of some change!

July Sermons - "Liberation"
July 02  —  Liberty & the Pursuit of Happiness by Joyce Ramay 
July 09  —  Affirmation in Action by Rev. John Smith 
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Joys & 
Sorrows

With our apologies for any 
omissions, here are the joys 
& sorrows of our members 

expressed in May:

From McGregor Boulevard by Rev. CJ McGregor, Minister

 There was an article 
published in the New York 
Times in August 2012 titled 
Unitarians Break from Tra-
dition of Extended Time Off 
in the Summer. For gen-
erations, Unitarians have 
closed their churches and 
the flock is off for the sum-
mer. There are many rea-
sons floating about that try 
to explain this seasonal ex-
odus. I hear many remarks 
about UUs taking summers 
off—some in jest. The Rev. 
Kenn Hurto says, “Unitarian 
Universalists take the sum-
mers off because God trusts 
us.” As the article tells us, 
it is likely because Unitar-
ians once followed the aca-
demic calendar of Harvard 
University and fled to their 
summer homes, Cape Cod, 
Maine, and other places for 
the summer. 

Today many Unitarian 
Universalist congregations, 
including ours, have servic-
es year-round. Many minis-
ters, though, take summers 
off. Old, very old, habits die 
hard. I sense that we are all 
aching to rush into summer 
ready to take refuge from 
our church work over the 
past year. Though it is im-
portant and holy work, it 

is sometimes exhausting. 
Summer months allow us 
to sit back a bit. 

In her 2004 Berry Street 
Lecture the Rev. Barbara 
Merritt addressed her fel-
low UU ministers advising 
them to take refuge. She 
writes, “We are called to 
step up, to pay attention, 
and then, to sit down. We 
are all fairly skilled at step-
ping up. We know how to be 
in the front of the room. We 
know many ways to encour-
age the gifts and ministries 
that Unitarian Universalists 
have to offer the world. We 
learn, over the years, how 
to pay attention, how to 
be awake to the needs and 
hungers of the souls who 
come to us for assistance 
and inspiration. Where I 
have found our practice to 
be consistently weak, where 
I find my own challenge, is 
in learning how to sit down, 
in a pew, in a sanctuary, in a 
place where we, ourselves, 
are open to receiving grace, 
protection, and refuge.” 

Sitting down, for minister 
and congregant alike, is a 
spiritual practice, one of re-
newal. I will be heading to 
Ministry Days and General 
Assembly in New Orleans 
the week of June 19th and 
then I will be taking three of 
the four weeks afforded me 
by my contract the weeks 
of July 2, July 9th, and July 
16th. I will be back in the 
pulpit on July 23rd. 

Summer is a time for us 
to sit down. It is a time for 

us to retreat and to renew 
ourselves. We need to be 
thinking about self-care, 
renewal, and, as Rev. Mer-
ritt describes, learning to 
be open to receiving grace. 
May the time you take be 
safe and restorative. May 
you find grace in the midst 
of the bees, the waves, the 
trails, the dog’s head out 
the window on a road trip, 
the gathering ‘round the 
campfire, the fireworks, the 
hot dogs, a veggie burger, 
a good book, and a well–
air-conditioned spot. May 
you sit down and find rest. I 
know I need to and I will.   

Please know that while 
I’m away I will take your 
calls, your emails, your 
texts, and your tweets. You 
can follow me on Facebook 
and I’ll respond. Smoke 
signals and messages in 
bottles, not so much. I am 
always available to offer 
pastoral care and support 
to you.

        – Blessings, CJ

Laurie Babcock’s daugh-
ter, Ainsleigh, took several 
Elite High Golds on May 13 
at BravO dance competition. 
She has done well at five 
different competitions and 
will be going to Nationals in 
June. Congratulations, Ain-
sleigh. We are proud of you. 
(See her photo below of solo 
“A Dream is a Wish” from 
“Cinderella.”)

Herman Bips transferred 
recently to the Pavilion at 
Shell Point where he will be 
receiving more care. Herman 
is a founding member of All 
Faiths. He will be celebrat-
ing his 95th birthday on June 
15th. Happy Birthday, Her-
man. 

Nathalie Hahn lost her 
daughter, Elizabeth “Betsy” 
Hahn, who died of liver fail-
ure. She was only 54 years 
old. She lived in Maryland. 
We extend our deepest sym-
pathy to Nathalie and her 
family.

David Hicks had left hip 
replacement surgery at the 
VA hospital. He will remain 
there for a few weeks of 
rehab. We hope that he im-
proves steadily so that he can 
be back with us soon.

Twink Markytan suffered 
a broken elbow, and then had 
nose surgery to improve her 
breathing. We hope that she 
recovers well so that she can 
return to be with us soon. 

All Faiths'  ballerina  extraordinaire, 
Ainsleigh, at dance competition.
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Ongoing Events at All Faiths
Happy June 
  Birthday to you!

 

Book Club & Brown Bag - June12 at 12pm
Meeting on the 2nd Monday of the Month 
Contacts:  Diane Chernow, dianecher@comcast.net and
                 Annely Hudanick, annelyblue@hotmail.com 
The Topic:  Relationships.   Be prepared to give a brief talk 
about a book you're reading or you have read that is relevant to 
any kind of discovery - use your imagination.

Free Inquiry Group (FIG) - June 15 at 6pm  
Meeting on the 3rd Thursday of the Month 
How to Converse with those who have different Political Views 
Contact:  Sharon Gray, geema1@yahoo.com
FIG of SW Florida is a group of humanists, rationalists, skeptics, 
free thinkers, atheists, and agnostics.  The first segment of each 
FIG meeting is a social time.  Second segment, tons of insightful 
topics and discussions. 

Meditation - Wed. at 7pm & Friday at 10:30am 
Wed. Contact:  David Hauenstein, daveeditor1146@gmail.com 
Friday Contact:  Jeanne Ezell, jeannezell@gmail.com 
Join friends to develop your mindfulness, compassion, and sense 
of serenity.

McGregor Clinic Collection - Sunday, June 18
Collection is on the third Sunday of every month. 
Coordinator:  Joyce Schaffer, joycelschaffer@gmail.com
Please donate non-perishable foods such as cereal, peanut 
butter and tuna, and men's and women's clothing to help HIV/
AIDS patients and their families.  This month the clinic would 
appreciate CEREAL over other non-perishable foods.

Contact:  Annely Hudanick, annelyblue@hotmail.com

June    1    Jeannine Martin
June    2 Barb Pizzini
June    6 Joyce Davison
June    7 Lou Pizzini
June    8 Segundo Velasquez
June    9 Twink Markytan
June  11 Peggy JSingh
June 14      Shawn Hetz
June 14 Ed Fulker
June 15 Herman Bips
June 15 Joyce Ramay
June 20  Elaine Leventhal
June 21 Carol Papke
June 22 William Richards
June 23 Carol Elrod
June 24      Judy Alberda
June 25 Alice Schaefer
June 26 Jean Barnes
June 27 Joseph Batal

Solos Group Events 

Everyone is welcome to join us for our outings and lunch w/wo a 
movie date. The potlucks, however, are reserved for "single" Solos 
 
Sat. June 3, 1pm - Potluck at Annely Hudanick's (239) 549-2236  
                                      (limited seating)

Sat.  June 17, 1pm - Lunch w/wo a movie, Bonefish Grill, S. Tamiami   
                                    Trail, Fort Myers 33912

 

And Coming Up...
July 3 Nan Lowther
July 5 Jan Guardiano
July 7 Regina Kilmartin

Food Pantry Fun Facts
* Since January, McGregor Clinic 

Food Pantry has served 148 households, 
feeding approximately 562 individuals. 

* In the past three months, they 
have spent approximately $43.29 per 
household, which averages out to about 
$11.40 per individual. 

* McGregor Clinic provides most 
of the funding that keeps their food 
pantry stocked for their clients.  They 
are also supplemented by community 
donations.
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See the calendar online:   
http://www.allfaiths-uc.org

for August events. 
The calendar will be updated 

regularly  

 

9:15 am 
Adult Ed. Forum

 
10:30am 
Service

McGregor Clinic 
Collection

10 am 
Sun. Service 
Team Mtg.

12 pm 
Book Club 

& Brown Bag 
Lunch

10:30 am
Meditation

1 pm
Solos Potluck

@ Annely 
Hudanick's 

(limited)

3:30 pm
Board of  

Governors 
Meeting 

6:30 pm 
Free  

Inquiry Group 
(FIG) 

Meeting

9:15 am 
Adult Ed. Forum

 
10:30am 
Service

9:15 am 
Adult Ed. Forum

 
10:30am 
Service

10:30 am
Meditation

10:30 am
Meditation

10:30 am
Meditation

7 pm
Meditation

7 pm
Meditation

7 pm
Meditation

7 pm
Meditation

Father's Day 

2:00 pm 
Climate Action 

Team Mtg. 

10:30 am
Meditation

General Assembly

Office Closed

Office Closed

Office Closed

7 pm
ACMA Concert 

Bill Bynum & Co., 
Paul Phillips 

opening 

7 pm
ACMA Concert 

2PM, 
Another Fine 
Mess opening 

7 pm
ACMA Concert 
Homegrown: 
J. Robert & 

Friends 

General Assembly

General Assembly General Assembly
7 pm

ACMA Concert 
Randy Thomas, 

Dr. & Dave 
opening 

General Assembly

9:15 am 
Adult Ed. Forum

 
10:30am 
Service

4 pm 
Animal Ministry 

Mtg. 

1 pm
Solos Lunch 
w/wo Movie 

(see pg. 4)

6:00 pm 
"The Gathering" 

Livestream 
(see pg. 7) 

6:30 pm 
Summer Solstice 

Gathering 
(see pg. 6)

7 pm 
Film at 

Calusa Nature 
Center 

10 am 
Finance Mtg.  

Robinson Room 
Dedica  tion



Page 6 Connections June  2017

Movie Night: From The Ashes
Friday, June 9, 2017 at 6:30 PM 

Calusa Nature Center & Planetarium 
3450 Ortiz Ave, Fort Myers, FL

 
We'll be at the planetarium, follow the signs after  

entering the Calusa Nature Center gate. 
 

Price: $5.00 /per person

Come see the National Geographic and Bloomberg 
Philanthropies film screening of 'From The Ashes' well 
ahead of its upcoming movie theater release and learn more 
about the reality of the dirty and dying coal industry.

Meet and greet at 6:30pm and refreshments will be served. 
Movie starts at 7pm. Tickets are $5 per person and proceeds 
will benefit the Calusa Nature Center & Planetarium.

Hosted by Sierra Club Calusa Group and All Faiths Unitarian 
Congregation. 

The film attempts to illustrate what is at stake for our 
economy, health and climate amid a push by the Trump 
Administration to ease environmental rules.

’From the Ashes’ is an important documentary that 
underscores one of the most dominant and controversial 
industries in the history of the United States. The film 
explores the reality of coal’s role in climate change while 
offering insight into solutions  that could help revive the 
struggling economies of dying mining towns and still 
safeguard the environment.

Two major Climate Action Team events are happening this 
month.

 On June 9th at the Calusa Nature Center and Planetarium 
we are co-sponsoring with the Calusa Sierra Club a pre-release 
screening of the new documentary film “From the Ashes.”  The 
viewing will be followed by a panel discussion concerning the 
controversial coal industry and what’s in store for its future in 
the USA. This is an important event for the climate change 
movement here in Southwest Florida.  We hope you’ll mark 
your calendars now and plan to be a part of it.  

The “Rising Together” community educational climate 
change project we have been working on for the past few months 
with the Starrs Complex Community Committee Forum in the 
Dunbar area of Fort Myers will be celebrating its completion 
with a Community Meeting sometime in early June.  Over a 
hundred homes participated in this survey to help uncover en-
vironmental health and safety problems that the community is 
currently experiencing which will be exacerbated by climate 
change.  We will be working with local officials to identify and 
communicate to the Dunbar community the resources available 
to address these problems.

The Climate Action Team’s next meeting will at 2:00 P.M. 
on June 6th at All Faiths.  This meeting is open to all interested 
parties, including members of other faith and environmental 
groups or simply individuals who want to be a part of the grow-
ing climate change grassroots movement.

Our goal is to coordinate our activities with others in the 
community who share our commitment to protect the interde-
pendent web of existence on this planet.  Come join us and be a 
part of this profoundly important endeavor.

Climate Action Team Update 
by Joan Marshall, Co-Chair

Join us as we celebrate Litha, the Summer Solstice. 
We will gather at 6:30 pm in the garden. Our ritual al-
lows for all to participate. We will open with a remind-
er why we have gathered on this particular evening. 
Our ritual includes casting a circle, the calling of di-
rections, words offering, casting offerings, dismissing 
the quarters, dismantling the circle, and a short chant. 
Join us for light refreshments and fellowship follow-
ing our time together. All are welcome. Bring a friend.  
Contact the congregation's office for more informa-
tion.

Summer Solstice Celebration 
Wednesday, June 21, 6:30 pm in the Memorial Garden
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All Faiths Has a New Logo
by Kendra Maroon

Over time, organizations step back and look at their logo. 
Does it reflect who we are today from who we were ten years 
ago? Is it easily readable and recognizable? As we have grown 
and as we want to grow in the future, does the current logo allow 
us to do that?

A logo committee was formed to answer these questions and 
depending on their findings, develop a new logo. The committee 
of Steve Pennisi, Kendra Maroon and Regina Kilmartin started 
working on this process in January.

The current logo was outdated and did not reflect who All 
Faiths is today. With the start of a new minister coming on 
board, it was the perfect time to modernize our logo and rebrand 
who we are, where we are headed and what we want our image 
to be in the community.

A survey was sent to the congregation asking them to choose 
logos they liked from a variety of companies and religious or-
ganizations. The results showed that they were drawn to simple 
designs and designs that seemed welcoming, trustworthy, and 
warm.

From there, the committee started working on some ideas 
with Steve spearheading the design portion. After it was nar-
rowed down to three choices, we held a meeting for the congre-
gation to show them the three concepts and get their feedback in 
regards to "the look and feel," to colors and to what it reflects to 
the community and congregants.

One logo was finally agreed upon. It was a design concept 
taken from the art piece in the building. We worked on some 
different color combinations and presented the final design to 
the board and Rev. McGregor.

Below is the new black and white version of the logo for All 
Faiths Unitarian Congregation. The colored version is on the 
front page of the newsletter.  It is an inviting logo, with warm 
colors that will provide us with a stronger identity not only in 
church but also in the community.

Steve, Regina and Kendra want to thank everyone for partici-
pating in this process and taking ownership of our new logo.

 

Rev. Dr. William J. Barber, II & Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove 
will co-host a monthly program to equip communities with re-
sources for faithful reflection and public action on moral issues. 
“The Gathering” will include an introduction to a moral issue, 
immersion in freedom songs that inform how we engage the is-
sue, an interview with someone who is directly impacted by the 
issue, and a theological engagement with the issue that names a 
specific call to moral action.

Live in Raleigh, North Carolina, “The Gathering” will be 
livestreamed and podcast as a formation resource for individ-
uals and communities. This resource is intended to serve as 
a multi-media "periodical" to connect and inform the Moral 
Movement. 

When: Sunday, June 4, 2017
Where: All Faiths Sanctuary
Time : 6:00pm -7:30pm ET
Everyone is welcome. 

A livestream is a live transmission of an event over 
the internet.  We will project the event live on our 

Community Room screen. 

All Faiths Livestreams
The Gathering: A Time for Reflection, 

Revival, and Resistance 

ODYSSEY

 These monthly gatherings feature the personal stories of 
All Faiths Members and friends. One person each month 
shares their spiritual journey during a conversation 
facilitated by Rev. CJ.  It’s always fascinating to hear 
fellow UUs'   experiences and a great way to nurture 
relationships.  Watch your order of service for the member 
or friend telling their story each month.

Third Tuesday 
every month 

6:00 pm
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 All Faiths Seeks 
Coordinator of Music

Seeking part-time Coordinator of Music.  If interested 
contact the office. Specific Responsibilities (include but not 
limited to):
• With minister develops/presents appropriate and eclectic  
   music for Sunday services
• Using members and friends of the congregation to form  
   a choir 
• Prepares for and leads choir rehearsals
• Administers music budget responsibly
• Builds and maintains the congregational choral library and  
   develops a library of music matching the skill level of the  
   choir.
• Coordinates with musicians within the congregation and  
   outside musicians to participate in the music program
• Prepares and submits in a timely manner information for  
   the weekly order of service to the Administrator.
• Communicates respectively and respectfully
• Is punctual and dependable.
• Maintains a manner and personal appearance appropriate  
   to the job
• Respects professional communication boundaries with  
   members of the congregation and staff.
• Is present in the sanctuary for the entire service on  
   Sundays worked.

Treasurer's Report 
by Sharon Gray, Treasurer

 
   The financial review of the last fiscal year’s accounting 
has been finalized by our Financial Review Team.  Muchas 
Gracias to Chris Stotler, Ensign Cowell and Linda Runkle 
for taking on that task. Using guidelines from the UUA, the 
review team found All Faith’s bookkeeping and financial 
procedures were in good shape. No major deficiencies were 
found.  The full report is available upon request.

The following is the accounting of our finances through 
April 30, 2017.  May’s details were not finalized at "press 
time"  Our books for the last fiscal year were closed May 
22.

        April 2017                          CASH ASSETS 
                                               (after payroll deducted) 

INCOME      $26,074       General Fund           $  38,693
EXPENSES $14,125       Operating Res.         $  60,468
NET GAIN $11,949       Legacy Account $  31,448
          Paypal  $       703
          Total  $135,314

We are in the final stages with Iberiabank to refinance the 
mortgage.  Details will be available soon.  

As always, Your Time, Talents and Treasures are greatly 
appreciated.  

    June 4  -  Transcendentalism: Frederick Douglas
                    by Joyce Ramay

    June 11 - Transcendentalism: Emily Dickinson, 
                    by Doug Cartwright

    June 18 - Transcendentalism: Walt Whitman,  
                    by Doug Cartwright

     June 25 - Transcendentalism: 19th Century Legacy,     
                    by Joyce Ramay

     July 2 – No Adult Education Forum

     July 9 - Transcendentalism: The Legacy in the 20th  
                   Century and Beyond, by Joyce Ramay

June Adult Ed. Forums 
Sundays at 9:15 am

Robinson Room Dedicated
On Sunday June 18, 2017, the Robinson Room will be dedi-

cated during our service.  The Room is the Minister’s Office/ 
Child and Youth Program Room.  For us to direct our members, 
friends, and newcomers to this space, it needs a name.  The room 
is being named the Robinson Room to honor our first minister, 
the Rev. Dr. Wayne A. Robinson.  Join us for the celebration.
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I attended my first All Faiths Board of 
Governors meeting recently. The Board 
covers a lot of ground in their meetings, 
but there was one highlight that has been 
on my mind and in my heart long after the 
meeting was adjourned. Mary Corrigan 
and Ed Kleinow presented to the Board 
their newly formed non-profit (visit  
andliteracyforall.com) that creates free 
libraries in communities where access to 
books and opportunities for reading are 
scarce. 

Having been moved by their presen-
tation, I did a little research. I stumbled 
upon a study conducted by Harvard Uni-
versity. The study reported that poor kids 
don’t read because they own few books 
and live in neighborhoods where there are 
far fewer outlets where books or maga-
zines can be purchased when compared to 
middle-class neighborhoods. Even public 
libraries in high-poverty neighborhoods 
are rarer and when present have more 
restricted hours of operation. Couple all 
this with the fact that schools that enroll 
mostly low-income children have smaller 
and more restrictive school libraries and 
that classroom libraries are less common, 
and when present, have fewer books for 

children to borrow. What we have then is 
a near perfect recipe for literacy challeng-
es and setbacks in reading proficiency, all 
because one is poor. 

Soon you will see a free library on the 
congregation’s property near the street on 
McGregor Boulevard. Mary and Ed have 
graciously designed, built, and donated a 
free library box to our congregation. They 

Paying it Forward 
by Rev. CJ McGregor have committed to maintaining the box 

and books. Please stop by the box and 
take or donate books. Having this free li-
brary in the congregation’s community is 
a great service. 

However, we need to do something 
more. We need to be concerned about 
neighborhoods that don’t have grand 
homes, healthy incomes, and access to 
books and libraries. We are Unitarian Uni-
versalists, a justice seeking people. Let 
us sponsor a free library box in a neigh-
borhood of Fort Myers that desperately 
needs it. Let us bring books to children 
and families who may have no other way 
to receive and enjoy books. Let us not let 
children in disadvantaged neighborhoods 
lose the opportunity to develop and main-
tain reading skills. Let us pay it forward. I 
know you can be counted on to financial-
ly support a free library on behalf of the 
congregation. Let us respond with justice, 
equity, and compassion—and books! 

Consider making your donation to-
day. All donations should be made to All 
Faiths. Children and families in Fort My-
ers are counting on us. For more informa-
tion on the communities that have placed 
boxes (visit littlefreelibrary.org). 

Mary Corrigan and  Ed Kleinow with 
All Faiths' new Little Free Library

Beginning in August 2017 the congregation will make child and youth programs available to our families, children, and 
youth.  We may only have a few children at the moment but we are building the program so families, children, and youth can 
make their home at All Faiths more easily and with programs meeting the needs all ages..

Our mission is to help children and youth develop a sustaining faith and a total response to life composed of both spiritual-
ity and religious identity as Unitarian Universalists.  We explore religious, spiritual, ethical, and social issues, encouraging 
children to practice kindness, acceptance, and the courage to express their beliefs through the way they live.  Watch for a 
brochure inserted into your order of service in June. 

Our Classes   Ages 4-12:   Each Sunday we offer lessons from our UU  curricula Tapestry of Faith. 
Tapestry of Faith programs and resources for all ages are designed to nurture Unitarian Universalist identity, spiritual 

growth, a transforming faith, and vital communities of justice and love. You can view these resources at uua.org/tapestries 
of faith. 

Youth Group:  Youth will participate in the Be the Change! program. Be the Change! gives Unitarian Universalist youth 
a starting place for discussions about the role of race, identity and justice in living out their faith.

We need volunteers!! See our minister for more details.

Child and Youth Programs to Begin August 2017 

http://littlefreelibrary.org
http://littlefreelibrary.org
http://uua.org/tapestries
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Cleaning Crew Volunteers 
June 2017

 
   Before June 04   Ed Kleinow & Joyce Ramay 
   Before June 11   Super Cleaner Coming Soon  
   Before June 18   Sharon Gray & Bill Snider 
   Before June 25   Cloyd & Jeanne Ezell 
 
      Thank you all for doing such a great job 
     all year.  Your time is greatly appreciated. 

   Americana      
   Community  
   Music  
   Association

June 2017 Concert Line-Up 
 Concerts Start at 7pm 

(Tkts $10 for ACMA members, 
$15 for general public) 

   Saturday - June 3
Bill Bynum and Co.

w. Paul Phillips opening

Saturday - June 10 
2PM 

w. Another Fine Mess opening
 

Saturday - June 17 
Homegrown 

J. Robert and Friends

Saturday - June 24 
Randy Thomas 

w. Dr. and Dave opening

The Board of Governors has created 
a "Wish List."  Each month we will 
all have an opportunity to minister 
to the congregation by taking care of 
items on the Board’s wish list.  If you 
have a wish, let the board know, as 
they approve and create the list. The 

wish list is an opportunity for everyone to contribute, not 
one person with resources or an angel, but as a community.  
If you can take something off the wish list, advise a board 
member so they can update the list. You wouldn’t want to 
take care of an item that has been removed from the list.  

June 2107 Wishes 
   2 Large-print hymnals (gray)  $45each, 

2 Large-print hymnals (teal) $25 each                                      

McGregor Clinic Gets New 
Mobile Testing Unit

If you drive by McGregor Clinic this week, you can see 
their brand new testing unit parked out front! They are 
so excited, grateful, blessed and every other good feeling 
to have this there. The clinic will be able to reach so 
many more folks in our community with HIV testing and 
prevention education.  McGregor is on the move!                                                                                                                      

Office Closed 
June 21–23, 2017 

    Please note that the office will be closed on June 
21st, 22nd and 23rd while Rev. CJ, Regina, Sharon 
Gray, Colleen North and Dottie Mayol attend the 
2017 UUA General Assembly in New Orleans, LA. 

     In the event of an emergency, you may contact Diane 
Cartwright or Joyce Ramay.  Rev. CJ will also take your 
calls or emails while he is away.                                              
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Animal Ministry...
Where do we go 

from here? 

Week one we talked about 
dominion over creatures and 
creation as the Biblical concept 

of humans having power over 
creatures, and how that power has reached a collapse in ethical 
and moral standards by viewing clips from the movie EATING 
MERCIFULLY.

 In this clip we saw how billions of animals designated for 
food,  suffer through intense confinement-operations or indus-
trial farms that account for 97% of all farm animals raised and 
slaughtered in the US. There are no federal laws governing their 
conditions or how they are raised, and they are exempt from 
state animal cruelty laws. Although most of society in the US 
would never think these practices suitable for our dogs or cats, 
agriculture considers this common farming practice, and the 
bulk of society doesn't really want to know.

It is suggested that being part of the solution, is to reduce the 
demand for animal food by making more conscious choices in 
our daily lives. Some  become vegan or vegetarian, or some 
simply practice Meatless Mondays. To be honest, I have not 
been very successful at changing to vegan or vegetarian, al-
though I do choose to reduce the amount of products I con-
sume and use. This includes leather products or products tested 
on animals, and I believe that it makes an impact on  reducing 
animal suffering. But there are many other ways we can reduce 
animal suffering. 

SOMEBODY CAN'T DO EVERYTHING, 
BUT EVERYBODY CAN DO SOMETHING!

Week two we learned how eating animals is the leading cause 
of global warming and climate change. 

Week three we reviewed our discussions and made plans 
where to go from here. 

Week four we began viewing  COWSPIRACY: The Sustain-
ability Secret, a feature-length environmental documentary, 
shocking, yet humorous, and  as eye-opening as Black Fish and 
as inspiring as An Inconvenient Truth.          

Humanity is still in DENIAL that nonhuman beings suffer as 
human beings, but ALL ARE WORTHY OF COMPASSION. 
Law-abiding members of society and international communi-
ties agree that it is wrong to cause intense physical and emotion-
al pain and suffering to human beings, but as a society we still 

do not see that what we are doing to animals is wrong, especially 
those animals designated as a food or product. Being an animal 
advocate is not about limiting compassion to humans, it's about 
extending compassion to include all beings who suffer.                

 THE PRIMARY GOAL OF ANIMAL MINISTRY IS 
TO RAISE  PERSONAL AND SOCIAL CONSCIOUS-
NESS OF HOW GOD'S CREATURES SUFFER AND TO 
MINISTER TO THOSE BEINGS IN PERSONAL AND 
GROUP INITIATIVES.

We will start meeting June 5th, here at All Faiths church, start-
ing at 4:00 pm to 6:00 or 7:00 pm, and continue every first Mon-
day of the month thereafter.  If you would like to be added to 
the Animal Ministry email list, please send me your email at:         
debepot@yahoo.com.

by Debra MacDonald

Hurricane season begins on June 1 and ends 
on November 30 for Florida and the rest of the 
Atlantic coast. Hurricanes can form in May and into 
December, but most tropical activity occurs during 
the established season.

Two keys to weather safety are to prepare for the 
risks and to act on those preparations when alerted 
by emergency officials. These are essential pieces to 
the Weather-Ready Nation.

Refer to the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy's (FEMA) Ready.gov/hurricanes for comprehen-
sive information on hurricane preparedness at home 
and in your community.

Some highlights on how to prepare and take action 
are available below:

Gather Information 
Plan & Take Action 
Resources

Information provided by the National Hurricane 
Center.

Hurricane Season is Upon Us

Are You Prepared? 

mailto:debepot@yahoo.com
http://www.noaa.gov/wrn/
http://www.ready.gov/hurricanes
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I Want What He's Having by Unknown

  One day I had lunch with some old friends. Jim, a short, 
balding golfer type, about 85 years old, came along with 
us; all in all, it was a pleasant bunch. When the menus were 
presented, my friends and I ordered salads, sandwiches and 
soups, except Jim who said, "A large piece of home-made 
apple pie, heated please." I wasn't sure my ears had heard him 
right, and the others were aghast, when Jim continued, com-
pletely unabashed..."along with two large scoops of vanilla 
ice cream."

We tried to act nonchalant, as if people did this all the time. 
But when our orders were brought out, I didn't enjoy eating 
mine. I couldn't take my eyes off Jim as I watched him savor-
ing each bite of his pie a-la-mode. The other guys just grinned 
in disbelief as they silently ate their lunches.

The next time I went out to eat, I called Jim and invited him 
to join me. I lunched on a white meat tuna sandwich, while he 
ordered a chocolate parfait. Since I was chuckling, he wanted 
to know if he amused me. I said, "Yes, you certainly do, but 
you also confuse me. How come you always order such rich 
desserts while I feel I must be sensible in my food choices?"

He laughed and said, "I'm tasting all that's possible for me 
to taste. I try to eat the food I need and do the things I should 
in order to stay healthy, but life's too short my friend. I hate 
missing out on something good. This year I realized how old 
I was." He grinned. "I've never been this old before so, while 
I'm still here, I've decided it's time to try all those things that 
for years I've been missing. 

I haven't tried smelled all the flowers yet. There are too 
many trout streams I haven't fished. There are more fudge 
sundaes to wolf down and kites to be flown. There are too 
many golf courses I've not played. I've not laughed at all the 
jokes. I've missed a lot of sporting events. I want to wade 
again in water and feel ocean spray on my face. 

I want to sit in a country church once more and thank God 
for his grace. I want un-timed long distance calls to those I 
love the most. I haven't cried at all the movies yet or walked 
in the morning rain often enough. So if I choose to enjoy des-
sert instead of having dinner, then should I die before night 
fall, I'd say I died a winner because I missed out on nothing. 
I filled my heart's desire. I had that final piece of pie before 
my life expired.

With that, I called the waitress over. "I've changed my 
mind. I want what he's having, only add some more whipped 
cream."

A Prayer for the Children by Marian Wright Edelman

We pray for the children 
who sneak popsicles before supper, 
who erase holes in math workbooks, 
who can never find their shoes.And we pray for those 
who stare at photographers from behind barbed wire, 
who can't bound down the street in a new pair of sneakers, 
who never "counted potatoes," 
who are born in places where we wouldn't be caught dead, 
who never go to the circus, 
who live in an X-rated world. 
 
We pray for the children 
who bring us sticky kisses and fistfuls of dandelions, 
who hug us in a hurry and forget their lunch money. 
And we pray for those 
who never get dessert, 
who have no safe blanket to drag behind them, 
who watch their parents watch them die, 
who can't find bread to steal, 
who don't have rooms to clean up, 
whose pictures aren't on anybody's dresser, 
whose monsters are real. 
 
We Pray for the Children 
who spend their allowance before Tuesday, 
who throw tantrums in the grocery store and pick at their food, 
who like ghost stories, 
who shove dirty clothes under the bed, 
who never rinse out the tub, 
who get visits from the tooth fairy, 
who don't like to be kissed in front of the carpool, 
who squirm in church and scream in the phone, 
whose tears we sometimes laugh at and 
whose smiles can make us cry. 
 
And we pray for those 
Whose nightmares come in the daytime, 
Who will eat anything 
Who have never seen dentist, 
Who aren't spoiled by anybody, 
Who go to bed hungry and cry themselves to sleep, 
Who live and move, but have no being 
 
We pray for the children 
Who want to be carried and for those who must, 
Who we never give up on and for those who don't get a second 
chance. 
We pray for those we smother and for those who will grab the 
hand of anybody kind enough to offer it. 

Highlights from Open Mic Night  
(as read by David Hauenstein & Carol Siferd, respectively)
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Communications 
Regina Kilmartin 

Newsletter 
Regina Kilmartin

Proofreaders 
Carol Elrod 

Eileen Moran 
Joyce Ramay 

 
Social Media & Website 

Regina Kilmartin, Sharon Gray, 
Email Announcements 

Joyce Ramay

Member Services
Greeters 
Fran Way

Care and Support 
Joyce Ramay

Adult Education Forums 
Pat Nuding

Finance 
Joyce Ramay

Stewardship Committee 
Doug Cartwright

Nominating Committee 
Carol Elrod

Sunday Services
Joyce Ramay

Sound Technician
Ed Elrod

Building and Grounds 
(vacant)

 All Faiths Unitarian Congregation 
2756 McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers, Florida 33901

Phone: (239) 226-0900  Fax: (239) 278-5743 
Email: office@allfaiths-uc.org        Website: www.allfaiths-uc.org

Board of Governors: Diane Cartwright, President; Bill Snider, Vice-President; 
Jen Eversole, Secretary; Sharon Gray, Treasurer; Ed Kleinow, Past Chair; 

Governors:  Robert Bennett, Barbara Gaiser, Annely Hudanick, Lisa Leonhardt, David Slocum. 
Staff:  Regina Kilmartin, Administrator;  Joe Gayton, Sexton; Robert Bennett, Hospitality

Minister: Rev. CJ McGregor - Cell: 508-736-3361
Minister Emeritus: The Rev. Dr. Wayne Robinson

Deadline for the July/August Issue of Connections
June 26 

(Brief announcements may be accepted later, 
and will be included if space and time permit.)

OFFICE HOURS: 9am to 4pm, Monday thru Thurs; 
9am to 12:30pm, Friday and Sunday.

Congregational Administrator:  Regina Kilmartin

Outreach
Climate Action Team 

Joan Marshall
L.I.F.E. 

Bill Snider & Regina Kilmartin
McGregor Clinic 

Joyce Schaffer
Mano a Mano 
Charlotte Blitt
Operation Joy 

Annely Hudanick
Animal Ministry 

Debra MacDonald

  Honorees of the Month

Fran & Bob Way

This month the  Board honors Fran and Bob Way for their 
many contributions of time, talent, and treasure that enrich All 
Faiths' community life. Founding members of All Faiths, Fran 
and Bob  personify steadfastness.  They are long-time Uni-
tarian Universalists, bringing a depth of knowledge regarding 
our denomination to All Faiths. They live in Moore Haven, 
about an hour's drive east of Fort Myers, but they rarely miss a 
service and attend many other activities. 

Fran is a familiar smiling face as she stands just inside the 
entryway most Sundays.  You won't get past her without a 
name tag on, and if you're a first-time visitor she makes sure 
you are welcomed and informed.  She has poured time and 
energy into organizing the greeters, who play a vital role in 
welcoming both visitors and members to our services.  Fran 
has also chaired the Membership Committee since Pat Nud-

ing's retirement and brings to that important role organizational 
skills honed during her many  years as an R.N. and administra-
tor with Planned Parenthood. 

Bob has been singing at our Sunday services and entertain-
ing us at various programs for many years with his distinctive 
and rich baritone voice.  Bob recently underwent carotid artery 
surgery where, unfortunately, his vocal cords were damaged as 
a result of the intubation.   He is working on getting them back 
and we are all hopeful that he will make a full recovery and be 
crooning with us again soon.  

Bob also serves as a member of All Faiths' Stewardship 
Committee, which plays a vital role in All Faiths' fiscal plan-
ning and budgeting each year.    


